October 2, 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We have had a fantastic start to the year. September came and went in a flash. We have completed our first fire drill, safety
drills and PBIS Assembly already. Our kindergarten students have acclimated so well to their new school, teachers and
classmates. I’m proud to say that this transition was great because of our Fifth Grade Safety Patrol and Kindergarten helpers.
Thank you to all families that came to Open House. It was great to see so many families, the night was a huge success.
In PBIS news, our September Character Trait focused on The 3 Rs: Respectful, Responsible and Ready. At our monthly assembly
one student from each classroom was awarded a certificate and prize for exemplifying this character trait throughout the
month. In addition to our monthly assembly, we also had four weekly raffles where a ticket from each classroom was picked and
a child from each class won a prize. We ended the assembly by introducing our October character trait: Citizenship. We will
work on this trait through October.
Extended Day programs are up and running. We have many students participating from grades K-5. Please see the schedule
on the last page of the newsletter. We will be offering a program called Kids Collaborate starting soon. This is a peer tutoring
program that will run two days a week.
MAP Assessments have been completed. You will be receiving your student’s MAP scores with your child’s report card. If you
have questions prior to report card conferences in December, you can always email your child’s teacher or me for the report.
Just a few general reminders, I will be sending information out via Honeywell Instant Alert and ASPEN. We have also
updated our website with information, so please check in there as well. We have a Lost and Found in the front hallway. If your
child is missing something please have them check there. Please remember that if you are brining your animal to drop off or
pick up, please keep your animal on the perimeter of the school grounds. This is solely for student safety. Also, when dropping
off students for a 7:15 a.m. morning program, please be mindful of regular drop off procedures.
Thank you for all you do to help us maintain a positive relationship from school to home.
Thanks,
Ms. Mitchell
Principal

EXCITING NEWS FROM OUR CLASSROOMS:
KINDERGARTEN:
Wow, it is October already!! It has been a great start to kindergarten! We have done a lot of
learning and exploring these first weeks of school. Getting to know each other and making new
friends has been a lot of fun. We continue to work on routines and the children are settling into
school and seem to be adjusting nicely into kindergarten. It is amazing to see how much progress
we have made within just a few weeks. We will continue to explore the alphabet, letter sounds,
rhyming and the numbers 0-5 this month. We will also enjoy learning about pumpkins, spiders,
pirates and bats. October will prove to be a busy month of activities and learning so please
remember to check your child’s blue folder daily.
FIRST GRADE:
First grade is off to an amazing start! We are all so impressed by the children’s ability to be
respectful, responsible, and ready in situations both inside and outside of the classroom.
Blue
tickets are being earned all of the time!
The students are diving into our Journeys reading
program at this point. We have been practicing sounding out, reading, and spelling words with
short vowels. Students have been introduced to nouns and verbs. We will continue identifying these
in sentences as well as introducing adjectives. In the coming weeks, we will be reading both
informational text and fiction in our Journeys anthologies. Comprehension strategies will include
story structure, summarizing, and identifying text features in non-fiction. We have reviewed and
will continue to review number sense and addition in our GO Math program and will continue with
subtraction concepts. We will even begin to explore the relationship between addition and
subtraction using the part-part whole or “bar model” method. October is a time where we can make
many observations in nature and start to make Life Science connections through plants and animals.
Features and comparisons of pumpkins, spiders, and bats will be discussed. Look for more
information on Pumpkin Day when children can bring in their own small pumpkins to make observations
and decorate. Thank you for your continued support and happy fall to all!
SECOND GRADE:
Grade 2 students will be learning about the characteristics of various bats and spiders this
month. They will have their first research project to complete. As a homework assignment, the
students will conduct research about a bat or spider using the internet and/or a book. They will
complete a report which will be presented in school to their classmates. Information will be sent
home about this project.
We are excited to facilitate our first fundraiser for the American Cancer Society! Grade 2 students
invite the Merrymount community to participate in "Real Kids Wear Pink" campaign. Watch for our
flyer to be coming home soon with more information!

THIRD GRADE:
Third grade is off to a terrific start! Students were happy to have our first field trip on
Monday, September 23. We traveled to the Commonwealth Museum and learned about the early history
of Massachusetts. Many activities were enjoyed by all. Ask your third grader to tell you about
some of them.
We’re learning the routines and procedures of third grade. One of the biggest changes this year is
that we are switching classes and have been for more than 2 weeks. It’s a busy schedule and it
helps to be organized with our papers, folders, and homework. Students and teachers are busy
getting to know each other. We all worked hard to get ready for Open House and showcase our work.
This week is the first reading test with Mrs. Brown, the first math quiz with Mrs. Baldwin, and the
first social studies quiz with Mrs. Morales. Good luck to everyone!

FOURTH GRADE:
Fourth grade is off to a great start! We are so excited to get our leadership teams started.
Students on the Kindness Crew will be working on a project to support the community...more
information to follow soon! It was great meeting all of our families at Open House! There are so
many fourth graders taking part in our after school programs! Shakespeare and Learning Lab will be
a great experience for all! Happy Fall!

FIFTH GRADE:
The fifth graders have been keeping busy since we've been back to school. They have been working
extra hard as Kindergarten Helpers, Safety Patrol, Recycling Crew, and Color Guard. We are very
proud of the way the fifth graders have stepped up to the plate as role models. In October, the
students will be finishing up their first long-term project: the Biography Bottle. They are now in
a routine with completing nightly, weekly, and long-term assignments. In addition, they are
learning important lessons about prioritizing, self-advocacy, studying, and time management. We
have also been using Google Classroom for various assignments and assessments. Check in with your
child about how to log in to view assignments, grades, and comments. Upcoming in October: DARE
Night with Officer Don, October School Store, and Unity Day.

ENGLISH LEARNERS:
Our EL Newcomer group is quickly becoming comfortable using the English language conversationally;
we are having fun practicing our newly learned vocabulary and building upon the skills necessary
for success in our mainstream classrooms! During this particular lesson, we began working towards
saying appropriate greetings in a conversation and determining the appropriate greeting to utilize
while reading the cues of a conversation. We are excited to create a comic strip with dialogue of
an interaction with a family member from our home country
LITERACY:
Bootcamp Literacy groups have been falling in line here at Merrymount! Mrs. Higgins and Mrs.
McLaughlin have been working with previous Literacy students during these first few weeks of
September to get a “jumpstart” on their reading skills in the new school year. First and second
graders have been reviewing CVC and “Magic e” words with games, reading passages, and fun
activities! We are excited to have the opportunity to work with your children and we look forward
to a fun year! Keep on reading!
Nurse’s Update:
We are off to a great start in the health office. Mrs. Ehrlich is now located next to the main
office as the office was moved this year. It is a fresh, new space and a great spot for the
students to get healthy in! Just a reminder that all fourth grade students are required to hand in
a physical at the start of the school year. If you haven't done so yet, please make sure you send
one in as soon as possible. Please also make sure you completed the pink forms that were sent home
as accurately as possible as I am using these to learn more about your child's health needs. With
flu season around the corner, it is important that any student that is sick stay home. Anyone with
a fever, vomiting or diarrhea must be home for 24 hours without symptoms (and without medications)
before they are able to return to school. We will be doing our annual screenings next month! I will
send home a letter with the date. If your child has glasses, please make sure they are wearing them
that day. Also, my Aspen page is up and running! Check it out for announcements and other
information you might be looking for. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any
questions!
Mrs. Ehrlich
mollieoconnell@quincypublicschools.com
(617) 984-8925
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Merrymount Elementary School ~ Extended Day Programs ~ Fall 2019
Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

7:00-7:30

7:15-7:45

Reading for Success

Reading for Success

Grades 2-5

Grades 2-5

Thursday

Friday

BOKS

BOKS

Grades 3-5

Grades 3-5

Math Maniacs

Peer Tutoring

Grades K & 1

Grades 1-5

Peer Tutoring

Let’s Talk

Walking Club

Grades 1-5

Grade 2

Grades 1 & 2

PBIS Leaders

Math Games

Chess Club

Grade 5

Grade 3

Grade 3

Shakespeare

Learning Lab

Grades 4 & 5

Grade 4

2:00-3:00

Program Descriptions
Shakespeare with Mrs. Ciardi, Mrs. Lanham, and Mr. Rogan
4th and 5th grade students will have an opportunity to perform Shakespeare! Students will learn about scripts and
stage directions while practicing fluency, expression, and building self-confidence. Each cast’s hard work will
culminate with a performance of “Romeo and Juliet” for families and friends.
Let’s Talk with Mrs. Eckhardt
This program for 2nd grade students is designed to help children practice their social skills. The students will
participate in games, reader’s theater, ice breakers, and learn conversational strategies.
Reading for Success with Mrs. Eckhardt
This program for students in grades 2-5 is designed to help students improve their reading skills. Students will be
working on their own fundamental reading skills in targeted areas of need, utilizing various computer programs.
Walking Club with Mrs. Richardson and Ms. Leuchte
This program for 1st and 2nd grade students will support physical wellness through walking around the
Merrymount neighborhood, while making literary connections through a weekly reading lesson.
Chess Club with Ms. Corcoran
3rd grade students will learn the game of chess! They will learn to strategize and think logically, while also
learning sportsmanship.

Learning Lab with Mrs. Lanham and Mrs. Ciardi
4th grade students will participate in a book club and explore math through hands-on activities and games!
Math Maniacs with Mrs. Richardson and Ms. Jones
Math Maniacs allows kindergarten and 1st grade students to collaboratively play hands-on math games to
reinforce their counting, adding, subtracting, and subitizing skills.
Math Games with Mrs. Baldwin
3rd Grade Math Games will focus on math skills, problem solving, number sense, and fluency. Examples of games
include Blokus, Qwirkle, and various card games. Students will also receive homework support.
PBIS Leaders with Mr. Rogan
5th grade students will work together to create initiatives that promote positive behaviors and expectations.
Projects will include videos, posters, daily announcements, and classroom lessons.
Peer Tutoring with Ms. Mitchell
Students will have an opportunity to work with 4th and 5th graders to receive extra academic assistance.

